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All proceeds from advertisements after printing costs go to the WAMBOIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, which started the Whisper in
1981 and continues to own it. This Newsletter is distributed to all RMBs in Wamboin, Bywong, Clare, and Yalana at the beginning of each
month, except January. Editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 6238-3484. Contributions which readers may
wish to make will be appreciated, and should be submitted to by email to nednoel@optusnet.com.au or dropped into his mailbox at 17
Reedy Creek Place. The deadline for the next issue is always the last Sunday of the month, 7 pm, so for the March 2006 Whisper the
deadline is Sunday, February 26, 2005, 7:00 pm.

LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCIES Fire/Police/Ambulance - Dial 000 All Hours
Queanbeyan Police 6298-0599 Wamboin Fire Brigade Info Centre 6238-3396 Ambulance Bookings 131233

WAMBOIN FACILITIES AND CONTACTS

Wamboin Community Assn Lofty Mason President 6238-3258
Bywong Community Assn Warwick Cathro President 6236-9187
Fire Brigade Cliff Spong Captain 040-999-1340 bh 6236 9220 ah
Wamboin Playgroup Leanne Quick Convener 6238 3435
Landcare Roger Good President 6236-9048
Community Nurse Heather Morrison Bungendore 6238-1333
Breastfeeding Assoc. Lisa Whitney Community Educator 6238 3059
Emergency Services NSW Call Centre Staff 132-500
Emergency Services Admin Colin Brown Controller 6238-1067
Justice of the Peace Peter Greenwood JP 6238-3358
Justice of the Peace Keith France JP 6238-3596
Wamboin Scout Group Peter Harrison Contact Person 6238-3525
Wamboin Guides Rosemary Riley Contact Person 6297-7632
Wamboin Pony Club Maureen Purdie Contact Person 6238-3343
Gearys Gap Pony Club Julie Abbey Secretary 6230-3129
Play Group Leanne Quick Convenor 6238-3435
Hall Bookings Joan Mason Bookings 6238-3258
Church, Anglican Robyn Robertson Warden 6238-3202
Christian Prayer Group Steve & Imelda Taylor Contacts 6238-3220
Golf Peter Greenwood Golfer 6238-3358
Injured Wildlife Wildcare Helpline 6299-1966

Deanne Brucic, babysitting & Petsitting
Ellen Smith, petsitting (experienced with horses)
Sarah Dunn, babysitting, cooking

THE YOUNG WAMBOIN ENTREPRENEURS
............. 6238-1884
.............. 6238-3115
6238 1849 or 0424 023 841.

Fiona Skea, babySitting ... e 6238-3290
Rebecca Purdie, petsitting .. e e 0238-3343
Damien Montesin, pet3|tt|ng odd jObS ........................................ 6238-3208
Frank Deveson, bicycle maintenance .............coovevvvviiiiecnieninn e, 6238-3294
Alycia and Hannah Elword, babysitting, petsitting  ................ 6236 9186
John Brennan, babysitting and petsitting...............ccoeeiie i 6238 3472
Gabrielle Simpkin & Nicolette Neveu-Abramczuk, petsitting ........ 62383600

Macs Reef Tip Hours 7:30 am to 5:00 pm Fri-Sat-Sun-Mon (to 7 pm Sat - Sun in daylight saving time) closed Tue-Wed-Thurs

Rhett Cox
Mobile: 0411 140 584
Phone/Fax: (02) 6230 3387
Email: rhettro@bigpond.com

Pumps and Rural
Maintenance
Specialising in pump
installation, repair and sales
ABN 28 980 965 960
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WAMBOIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

President’s Paragraphs

The holidays are over and away we go for another year with a busy February. The first general meeting for the year of
the WCA is at 7.30 on Wednesday the 8", the Wamboin Produce Market is on Saturday the 18™. We have arranged for Steve
Whan MP to give us an insight of the State Governments thoughts on the Shire on the 21%and John van der Straaten is trying
to get some information to run in this Whisper about the Palerang/Wamboin/Bywong Visioning Meeting on Tuesday the 28"

I believe you have all received a letter from the Palerang Shire outlining their serious financial situation. Since the
present Shire was a result of amalgamation forced by the State Government, the Wamboin Community Association has invited
Steve Whan MP to address a meeting. Steve will be in Sydney speaking with the Local Government people mid month and
has agreed to meet with residents of Wamboin and Bywong on Tuesday the 21% of February at 8pm.

March takes off at speed with the ‘Clean up Australia’ day on Sunday the 5" of March. Wamboin has been involved
in this campaign from the beginning. We operate from the Hall in Bingley Way from 9am until noon. We endeavour to allocate
road sections in your own area. Yes, it is important for you to register in before you start, for insurance purposes. Collection
bags, drinks and nibbly bars provided. The Fire Brigade give a great service by patrolling the area, dropping off drinks and
picking up bags of rubbish. Your help is needed. While on the subject of cleaning up, our thanks go to lan Cuthbertson of
Anytime Hire for cleaning up the Bonfire site at the Hall. lan and his big Bobcat made short work of a difficult task. ‘She’ll be
right mate’ was the answer when | asked how much.

WASTE MANAGEMENT PLANS: Geoff Pryor the Director of Pryor Knowledge (ACT) is working with the
Palerang Council on a Resources Recovery Strategy. Geoff will give a short presentation at the WCA meeting on Wednesday
the 8" of February as regards the Waste Management strategy. How can we reduce the amount of rubbish going into landfill?
Is there an opportunity for recycling? Could there be potential to develop a business around recycled materials? What are the
needs of Shire residents? This is an opportunity to learn about the Shire proposals and for you to have an input of your ideas
and requirements. The WCA will hold their Annual General Meeting on Wednesday the 8™ of March. All positions on the
executive committee are open. Having done a fair stint as President | have my fingers crossed that someone else will put their
hand up for this position. Please: no fighting or push polling. -- Lofty Mason. 13jmason@bigpond.net.au

PS. My first tomato was picked on December 23, one month later than last year. On January 21 our vegetable garden
was decimated by hail!

CBC HOME LOANS

OVER 35 LENDERS TO CHOOSE FROM
OWNER OCCUPIED OR INVESTMENT
RURAL / RURAL RESIDENTIAL

FAST APPROVALS - COMPETITIVE RATES
LO DOC FOR SELF EMPLOYED
EXPERIENCED STAFF
YOUR LOCAL LENDER AND PROUD SPONSOR OF THE
BUNGENDORE MUDCHOOKS RFC
PHONE: 6162 1132.
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WAMBOIN VOLUNTEER
RURAL FIRE BRIGADE

ANNUAL DONATION COLLECTION
on a roadside near you
Saturday 18 February

£]

0
N

Each year the Brigade calls on the community it seeks to protect

to supplement funds needed for the Brigade’s operation.

If you haven’t contributed already this year,
please support YOUR Brigade and give
generously.

Donations are tax deductible and
a receipt will be issued.




Wamboin Whisper, February 2006, Page 4 of 20

BYWONG COMMUNITY NEWS

by Morag Cotsell

Car Boot Sale:  The Community's main event of the year is now being planned. Residents should be looking out
their saleable surplus goods in readiness for the large crowd of buyers who have now become regular visitors to this well
established event. The date for this year's sale is Sunday 26 March. Please let us know if you can help with the organisation or
on the day. Further information from Morag 62303523 or Judith 62369187.

Clean up Bywong: Our Community usually makes a major contribution to Clean Up Australia Day, taking
responsibility for the main roads and side roads throughout the Bywong locality. This event takes place on the morning of
Sunday 5 March. Our organiser for this year is Wal Johnson, who will coordinate the effort and talk to volunteers about which
roadsides they can clean up. Wal's telephone is
6236 9107.

Next meeting: The Community's next meeting is at 7.30 pm on Monday 20 February in the Community Hall ,
Birriwa Road ( off Macs Reef Road). Anyone who live locally is welcome to attend and take part.

H 1 -
Min-excavation Bingley Contractors
Handyman services
Phone: (02) 6238 3208
one: (02) 6298 320 Prompt Water
Fax: (02) 6238 3165 D I -
Charlie Montesin
NSW Lic: 166627C e Ive ry
s Local Carrier All Areas 7
Days
1761 Sutton Road, Sutton
Phone 0419 483 103 or 0418 201 784
AH: 6230 3385

QBN CHAINSAWS & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
Ph 6299 1324

Come see your local Stihl
Specialist dealer for Quality
Equipment & professional after sales
service & advice

Brushcutters Mowers Chainsaws Mulchers
Secateurs Safety Equipment and more

Conveniently located at 24 Yass Rd Qbn
or phone 6299 1324

See you there
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Poor Bugger Me” ... Taxing Times
by Graham Bailey

Look out! Palerang Council has commenced the “crying-poor” phase of our next exorbitant rate hike. The Mayor
wrote to all assessments in December 2005 outlining Council’s terrible financial predicament. We are told Council has started
preparation of an application for a 9% per annum special rate increase over and above the allowed rate capping, estimated at
about 3.5%. All this on top of the exorbitant rate increase inflicted on Wamboin ratepayers this current year. Let us not forget
we are due for another round of “Wonderland” valuations around 2007. Where will it all end?

Councillor Matt Gardiner has let the cat out of the bag. He is on record as saying “there is more to our financial
difficulties than just the amalgamation, with a range of structural issues needing to be addressed.”

What worries me is the use of the so called Rates Reference Group to assist in the “softening up” process. This Group
is comprised of delegates from the various community associations, charged with advising council on the most equitable rating
structure. Sounds good in theory, but I’ve been around long enough to anticipate the political implications and opportunity for
“spin”. | have full confidence in our delegates, but no confidence in the game being played.

More to the point, these imposts are excessive and discriminatory for Wamboin, where we receive virtually
no services. In real terms they are really an additional tax rip-off. 1’d like to suggest we get the debate off to an honest start.
Take control of the terminology. We are talking about a “Palerang Tax”, not council rates.

Thanks to the persons below, Wamboin and Bywong residents have a  free community owned newsletter.

129 CO-ORDINATED BY HELEN MONTESIN: Ph 6238 3208

Dean Evans Nrtn Area frm Campbl West 18 Bill Owen Cooper Rd. 27
Helen Montesin Fernloff Rd 33 Cathy Abell Canning Close 17
Hank Berlee 11 Poppet Rd (for all onroad) 34

271 CO-ORDINATED BY SUE GANE: Ph 6238 3463

Joan Mason Bingley Way 45 Margaret Heleimin ~ Merino Vale Drive 17
Sue Ward Norton, Bngly to Weeroona 32 Anne Gardner Weeroona, Norton to Majors 30
Sue Gane Majors Close 20 David Anderson Weeroona, Majors to Denley 35
Ned Noel 13 YrCn 35Adv 48 Penny Evans Norton, Cmpbell to Bngley 25
Kathy Handel Yalana West 19

227 CO-ORDINATED BY KERRIE FISHER: Ph 6238 3489

Colleen Foster Joe Rocks to Norton 20

Deb Gordon Yalana East 41 Rob Gorham South End - Clare Valley 43
Cassie Fisher Clare Lane 11 Pauline Segeri North End - Clare Valley 42
Lyle Monetesin Forrest Road area 60 Bungendore Shop Bungendore 10
204 CO-ORDINATED BY JOHN VAN DER STRAATEN: Ph 6238 3590

Sheryl Barnes Quinn’s Estate / Denley 20 Brian Higgiso Deley/Kestral area 11
Don Malcomson Macs R -- Denley to Gum Flat 35 Rhett Cox Macs Reef /Nwngtn to FdHwy 12

Ann Platts Denley MacReef to Birchman's 26 Morag Cotsell MReef /Newington/Harriot 45

Warrick Cathro Macs Reef -GumFlat to Harriott 18 Esther/lan Rudd MReef/Bankers/FedHwy 25
Joan Milner Birriwa Road 12

194 CO-ORDINATED BY LAURA SNOWDON Ph 6236 9609

Trevor Kirk Macs R - Denley to Bung Rd 20 Snowdon Family Hogan Drive 27
Len Parrish Summerhill Rd Area 32 Diana+Keith Gascoine Snow Gum Road 23
Sue Gorham Schofields/Brooks/Millyn 47 Thelma Martin Shinglehouse Rd area 20
Sue Aunella Doust/Wyoming/Brooks 25 TOTAL FOR WHISPER 1023

(d\_ REARDON Serving Wamboin, Clare Valley,
1T Carpet Ciiie ™ Queanbeyan, and Canberra
now Truck-mounted hydro turbo
Phone/Fax 6238-1773 OR 6255 0150 No excuses
Mobile 412 562 054 Guaranteed results

BERNARD REARDON

H & S Mower Repairs

177 Gilmore Road QueanbeyanSales and Service
Phone 6297-5020 Fax 6297-2050
Trading Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am to 5:30 pm

The New Generation Cox has arrived.

This is the ride-on you’ve waited years for. Now the rugged dependability and proven resale value of the
legendary Cox mower has been merged with international standards of comfort and convenience. Every new
model Cox is quieter, smoother, faster, more responsive, more manouverable and features impact-resistant
body panels that can never rust. Best of all, Cox is designed, engineered and built in Australia for tough
Australian conditions, with full parts and service back up from dealers you can depend on.
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WHISPER CLASSIFIEDS

Farm Bike $500 or offer, Farm Ute $500 or offer, Sharp AH1800 Colour Printer, needs ink, $50, 2 Speakers for Computer for $10, 2 2ft fish
tanks $30 each, 3 Lanterns - make an offer, 1 world globe w. light — make an offer, pair front bucket seat covers black/ sliver $10. — Pam
Klemke hm 6238 3355 wrk 6121 8766.

Help save the planet by recycling your egg cartons! Just drop them in our mail box at 413 Norton Rd (opposite the old shop site). Thanks
Penny Evans

Free to good homes: Small laminex table, steel frame 370 x 900mm, Arm chairs [2 different pairs], used but comfortable.
Leather foot stool 750 x 400mm, Black entertainment unit [1200w x 1100h x 400d and three small tables. Stool 600mm high
Single bed, comfy. 2 x computer tables, one adjustable, steel and laminex, grey. Elec. heater [not working] Panasonic
KXFP81 Fax. Just working. Dishwasher, Simpson Quintet 880. Working order. Wardrobes, x 2. Two door, centre drawers
and mirror, top cupboard. Phone: 62369189, 0438591098

SWARM BEES - Beekeeper happy to offer prompt service to the local community to collect and remove swarm bees that may arrive
uninvited over the next few months. A small fee charged depending on distance | have to travel. Please call John 62383791.

Turn your passion for organics into an income. Want to be part of an exciting, ethical and sustainable business? Want to work from home
at times that suit your lifestyle? Contact Debbey, 6236 9947 or email to Organicsl@aapt.net.au or visit website
www.onegrp.com/?especial

Large Holiday house situated in Tuross, 180 degree Ocean views, opposite shops, 2 minute walk to beach, large block for parking,available
now. Please phone Cherrie 0418 621 462 for further information.

Pilates for young and old, no previous experience required, just enthusiasm to enjoy yourself with some wonderful locals while
strengthening your lower back, general posture and abdominals. All you need is a firm mat/towel, water bottle and $3. When: 6-7pm
Monday nights ONLY at the Community Hall on Bingley Way Wamboin.

FOR HIRE: WAMBOIN COMMUNITY HALL. Bookings arranged by Joan Mason 62383258. Local Hire $65 per use - Bond $200.
Outside Hire $125 per use - Bond $250. Teenage/18 year old birthdays/parties (must be supervised by parents) $160 - Bond $1000.

ADVERTISING RATES: Local classified advertisements are free, as are announcements from community organisations and clubs.
Business advertisements attract a small fee (see below) which is donated to the Wamboin Community Association. Please make your
cheque out to this association, but post it to the editor. Contact editor on 6238-3484 for information. Advertising rates: Full Page - $100
Half Pg - $50 1/3 Pg $35 1/4 Pg - $30 1/5Pg-$25 1/6 Pg-$20 1/8 Pg - $15

Trestles and chairs are available from the Wamboin Hall in Bingley Way for private hire by local residents. The trestles are 2.4 meters long
and seat 10. The hire rate is $10 per trestle and $1 for chairs. This price does not include delivery or pick up charges. Chairs and tables are
to be returned in a clean and serviceable condition. To arrange pick-up and return, contact Joan Mason on 62383258.

For Hire from the Wamboin Community Association: Gas Barbecue - Party Size, Portable $25.00 per hire (includes gas) and $25.00
cleaning bond, both payable on collection of barbecue. Cleaning bond is refunded if barbecue is returned clean - Bookings arranged by
Helen Montesin- 6238-3208

The Whisper is Wamboin’s community newspaper. If you live in the area and have something to say about living here that is informative,
thoughtful or entertaining, think about writing it up for the next issue. For more information contact the editor on 6238-3484 or email
nednoel@optusnet.com.au. And thanks if you have already done so.

TAYLOR MADE PUMPS
Your pumps not pumping?
’ PUMP REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF PUMPS
- New Pumps Supplied and Installed - Home Pressure Systems - Bore and .
Irrigation Pumps - Bore Drilling and Water Quality Analysis - Fire Fighting T;j»f-“
Pumps - Sales and Repairs- Windmill Service, Repairs and New Sales - Water SOUTHEHN CROSS
Softener Repairs - Premium Quality Water Softener Salt at Rural Prices r

Call Mark Taylor 0428 486 460 Mobile 6238 2357 Home 6238 2351 Fax

Don’t run out of water - call a Local Bloke for mobile Sales & Repairs Mark 1/6
Taylor ALL HOURS 0428 486 460 Mobile 6238 2357 Home 6238 2351 fax

From a fuse to a new house
and other electrical needs

CHRIS LODI ELECTRICAL

Member of National Electrical Association
NSW Lic 56336C

You can be assured of a prompt, efficient and courteous service
by a professional who guarantees his work

Mobile 0412 211 798 Ph: 6238 0068
chris.lodi@bigpond.com
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Nature Notes — January 2006
Jo Walker

A lot of Wamboin is looking surprisingly green for this time of year, thanks to all that lovely rain we’ve had since
Christmas. The dams are full, the creeks still running, and the Kangaroo Grass is greening up again.

Through January, the most evident bit of wildlife was the grasshoppers which rose in their hundreds at every footstep
taken outside. Their feeding doesn’t seem to have affected the local plants much (from friends growing vegetables and other
introduced garden plants, | gather that these little creatures are turning their attention in that direction), but they have stripped
the leaves from the Cotton Fireweed (Senecio quadridentatus). This plant colonizes disturbed or bare soil, so had a bit of a
resurgence here after the drought. Although it’s a rather weedy looking plant, it is one of the main food sources for the larvae
of the Painted Lady butterfly (Vanessa kershawi) so is well worth having.

There were plenty of butterflies around during December and January. As well as the more usual residents — Painted
Ladies, Common Browns and Common Grass-blues — an influx of some small yellow butterflies flitted around the garden for
some time. These were a species of Eurema and are in the same family (Pieridae) as the Cabbage White, and are about the
same size or slightly smaller. But the cabbages are safe — the larvae of these little butterflies feed on Senna plants. | have
Senna artemisioides and S. aciphylla growing on my rockery and that’s where the butterflies congregated — although I didn’t
find any caterpillars. Most of the Sennas grow further west than here, but S. aciphylla is a local species growing in scattered
localities along the Murrumbidgee River and, closer to home, along one of the creek gorges off Sutton Road. It is an attractive
little plant — low-growing to about 60 cm tall with bright green pinnate foliage and golden-yellow flowers. The yellow
butterflies appeared after the plants had flowered and seemed to concentrate on the pink flowers of Pelargonium rodneyanum
as a food source.

Another butterfly of the Pieridae family made its appearance here last week. It looked similar to the Imperial White
(Delias harpalyce) that occasionally breeds here, but the forewings were noticeably larger and rather more pointed. It was
actually a Wood White (D. aganippe) and seemed very interested in the Native Cherry (Exocarpos cupressiformis) growing
across from my window. It stayed in one spot on the tree for some time — long enough for me to get the binoculars and
identify it — and then flew off. It had left behind a large cluster of bright orange-yellow eggs — which should hatch any day
now. | haven’t seen an Imperial White for a while now, although their caterpillars feed on Amyema species (mistletoes) which
are fairly common on the trees around here. Both of these butterflies are very attractive — large (to about 65 cm across the
wings) with white or greyish wings with black markings on the upper surface and black, yellow, red and white patches on the
undersides.

On the bird front — the Koel is still around (it’s been here since the end of November), calling exuberantly and
presumably feeding on someone’s fruit trees. And my resident galahs have done well this year and fledged three galah babies
—two very robust offspring and one tiny but determined little one.

CAPITALBuUSIness Services

(Finance Broker & Mortgage Originator)

WE CAN ARRANGE FINANCE FOR ALL TYPES OF PURPOSES:
345 WEEROONA DRIVE, WAMBOIN, NSW 2620

* HOUSING & INVESTMENT LOANS - INCLUDING RURAL
* LEASE & COMMERCIAL HIRE PURCHASE OF MOST
* INCOME PRODUCING EQUIPMENT - CARS, TRUCKS, TRACTORS, COMPUTERS, ETC

ESTABLISHED 16 YEARS * FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE *

*WE COME TO YOU*

MAKING LOANS EASY

PHONE FOR A QUOTE OR APPOINTMENT
Ph (02) 6236 9811 Fax (02) 6236 9822
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Sutton Road Fiasco ... The Saga Continues

by Graham Bailey

Talk about poetic justice! Since my brief note in the November 2005 Whisper, we have seen all manner of piecemeal
attempts at road sealing our “upgraded” Sutton road. Alas, one unfortunate recipient of the inevitable collateral damage is the
windscreen of our once pristine motor vehicle.

This annoying and expensive stone damage was caused by the carpet of loose stones, facilitated by the impatient idiot
who didn’t like the idea of a speed limit. This is getting beyond a joke, especially since there really is no justification for such
poor engineering practice.

Firstly, butuminous concrete, or B.C., can be machine placed without leaving loose stones. The instant experts will
argue about the cost of B.C. over the ancient practice of chip-sealing. Such rhetoric doesn’t take account of total costs,
including maintenance and replacement.

Secondly, if we must have the old practice, why not do the job as they did in the sixties, when the specifications called
for appropriate bitumen application, precise stone placement and thorough rolling and sweeping?

Regretfully, the answer is very clear. The costs are simply transferred to the road users through stone chips and
cracked windscreens. Road safety is also an issue, but road authorities don’t take this too seriously.

There isn’t much we can do about it all, but this camper will be sending the bill to the ACT Government. Of course,
there will be no response, but if all those impacted (pun intended) did likewise, the message of discontent may get through.

C_ B_ D Locally Owned and Operated
STOP PRESS On Time - Every Time
Brand New Corporate 10 Seat
Transporter Chanfeu rEd Compare Our Rates
Now Available Transpo rt
Whole Range of Vehicles — cars,
trucks, minibuses & coaches 6280 9899 We Wait for you
You Never Wait for Us
Email: reservations@cbdtransport.com
Airport transfers from $20.00 PO Box 736 Fyshwick ACT 2609 website: www.cbdtransport.com.au
Fax 02 6280 8324
BUNGENDORE Electrical Contractor
TAXI SERVICE
(Bywong)
INTRODUCING OUR NEW Roland WOLF
CHAUFFEURED HIRE CAR SERVICE .
NSW & ACT Licensed
TRAVEL BY LUXURY SEDAN OR TAXI Installations and Repairs
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL All Work Garanteed
0412 381 977 0402 156016
Cabcharge rgwolf@bigpond.com

CLEAN WATER TANK SERVICES

Tanks cleaned with minimal water loss
Crack repairs - flexible reinforced membrane

Metal Covers supplied & fitted
Water treatment - tank & house lines

RING JOHN on 0428 489 291
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A newsletter from YOUR volunteer rural fire brigade compiled
by Cliff Spong with help from many members of the Brigade
(Wamboin Brigade’s website is www.wamboin-fireshed.com)

FIRE PERMITS ARE REQUIRED FROM YOUR BRIGADE IF YOU
WANT TO BURN OFF OR LIGHT FIRES IN THE OPEN.
You will also need to notify your neighbours and your fire
brigade Captain 24 hours before you light up.

From the Captain’s Desk
ﬂ This month’s message is simple!

CUT THE DRY GRASS IN YOUR PADDOCKS OR HOUSE YARD BEFORE
10AM AND

WHEN YOU USE

A knapsack A pressurised
spray N water
containing extinguisher
CARRY at least 20 containing at
litres of least 9 litres
! water of water

TO STOP

In case you are wondering why this month’s message is needed, there have been
three incidents in the past three weeks where grass fires have been started by ride-
on mowers and slashers. An almost new ride-on was destroyed along with several hectares of paddock. One incident occurred
in Wamboin.

Activities over the past two months have involved a motor vehicle accident on Sutton Road. Fortunately the driver
sustained no serious injuries but it was a miracle that he wasn’t badly injured or killed. We had an unusual request just before
Christmas when a small child managed to lock themself in their bathroom. A quick response from one of our nearby crews
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quickly and quietly solved the problem, much to the relief of the child’s mother. Apart from that, the phone and pagers have
been relatively quiet. The occasional smoke sighting was investigated and one resident cautioned for lighting a fire to burn
some rubbish without a permit.

We did spend some hot weekends manning the fire shed in case of a call out during the recent total fire bans, but luckily
all we managed to do was to hone our waiting skills. When things were escalating at the recent fires Northwest of us, we sent a
crew as part of a task force to Booroowa to help the local crews. We had expected a call to also provide crews to travel to
Victoria to help our colleagues down South. The call did come, our members answered the call, but with a change in weather
conditions, we weren’t needed.

Over the next week or so brigade members will be putting letters in many mailboxes around the area explaining the
changes to our brigade boundaries and also requesting a donation to help us operate one of the best brigades in the shire. Our
annual roadside donation drive will be held on the 18" of February. As always, your support will be greatly appreciated.

As well as carrying out our regular training programs crews will be travelling around our area collecting information
to help us with our pre-incident planning. We will be taking note of where significant water sources are located and
information about the many features and properties in area so that we will be in a better position to assess fire risks and deal
with emergency incidents.

I would like to pass on a large vote of thanks to two companies who have provided some invaluable help to your
brigade. Anthony Goonan and his team from Y Less4U made us an extremely generous offer and have now connected the fire
shed to their fast broadband system. It now means we have excellent access to the Internet where we can utilise better weather
forecasting information, fire monitoring services and other emergency service information. Geoff Williams and Tim Cook
from Capital Stainless Steel in Queanbeyan have provided an elegant solution to an ongoing problem by fabricating a weighty
stainless steel sculpture to hold our hoses when they are being dried.

Many residents have installed watering systems, sprinkler systems, and pumping systems around their properties that
are to be operated when fires approach. This sort of preparatory work is to be congratulated but if you are one of these forward
thinkers please put clearly explained instructions for your systems in or close to your main electrical distribution board. This
will save us a lot of time, especially if you are not there when we hurriedly arrive one fateful day.

There is much information on the brigade’s website about property protection and things to do when fires approach. |
encourage you to look it up, if you have access to the Internet. Failing that, please give me a phone call on 0409 991 340 or
6236 9220, especially if you need a fire permit.

Businesses supporting the

7

THE CAPTAIN’S LIST Wamboin Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
A’Hern Fitness at the Airport Cross Country Construction Ratz Mobile Welding
AAA Water Carriers Eureka Plants Pty Ltd So Good Sausages Pty Ltd
Anytime Backhoe Hire Horizon Real Estate Sotech Pty Ltd
B & B Tree Surgery FH Office Services Shepherds Hut Wines
Bingley Contractors (Water Carriers) France Harrison & Associates Sherrin Hire
Bungendore Rural Gidgee Estate Winery Sutton Real Estate
Bungendore Taxi Service Inland Trading Co (Aust) Tipton Shopfitters Pty Ltd
Capital Business Services Lambert Vineyards Trevor Barker & Associates
Capital Stainless Steel LMS Consulting Trevor Duncan Homes
Clare Valley Tree Services Manuka Childcare Centre Wagonga Coffee
Coates Hire, Fyshwick Marloc Engineering Westpac Banking Corporation
Congari Bookkeeping & Business Overdene Excavations Pty Ltd YLess4U
Services Quick-Eze Towing
Coolah Holdings Pty Ltd

Slashing
Chisel Ploughing
Post Holes
Stock Transport
Quality Lucerne Hay Grown in Canowindra
Oaten Straw

Steve Hughes
782 Norton Rd Wamboin
B/H: 0408 481 664
I A/H: 6238 3495 I
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Notes from St. Andrews Church
Our little church on the corner of Norton and Poppet Roads has been busy over the Christmas and New Year period
and it was wonderful to see new faces joining us. The Nativity Tableau which was held prior to the Christmas Eve service, was
enjoyed by about 130 people, who saw the story unfold with local identities, a donkey, a horse,baby alpacas and a sheep. Baby
Indira Carpenter enjoyed her first acting role aged 3 weeks and thanks also go to local people who entered into the
occasion. We iII be sure to include the tableau into the Wamboin calendar each year.

Our regular church services are held at 9am on the first and third Sunday of each month. For those who haven't been
to our church before, give a thought to joining us and enjoying the lovely building, the worship and the welcome. Our hope is
for the church to grow as a focal point for Wamboin and the area. For more information please ring Robyn Robertson,
62383202, or Bronwyn Elliot, 62383359. ---Claire Ayling aylingfamily@yless4u.com.au

Wamboin 15 years ago: from the Whisper of February 1991 Editor: Suzanne Bedford.
Circulation 265 From the Fire Brigade Report

"A fire in January was started by sparks from an angle grinder. The fire started at lunch time on a Sunday which
enabled us to get crew members to the fire very quickly. We had all our tankers, 53 members of our brigade, 3 crews from
Bungendore, 2 from the ACT Bushfire Council and 2 crews from Headquarters Brigade. The fire destroyed 15 acres of pasture,
about 200 yards of fencing and dozens of newly planted trees.

..... If you are using any implements that can start a fire, ie mower, angle grinder, etc in and around your home, please
make sure you have water close to hand. Remember, if you start a fire, accident or not, you can be held responsible for all
damage." -- Chris Powell

IDEAL BUILDING SOLUTIONS
Licensed Builders NSW & ACT
“Servicing all areas of Canberra and surrounding districts”
Specialising in -
Domestic Building
New Homes
Extensions
Renovations
Outdoor Living Areas

X3

8

X3

%

4

7

%

X3

%

X3

*

| Phone Paul Elword for an obligation free quote and building assessment on 0407 295 192
or Michele on 0427 007 223.

TREVOR BARKER

BRUCIC EXCAVATIONS & ASSOCIATES

] SOLICITORS
Trucks, Bobcats and Excavators For Hire Rock Hammer, ———
Auger and Pallet Forks T'“"'l'.", Barker Mike IC_r‘umlsie C%roline Bmgg
Roadworks  House Sites ~ Sheds & Garages Soler S,N"N Lt
Water Tanks Footings _Sand & Gravel General law practice Canberra & NSW
Landscape Supplles 2.’_;79 Weel'oonq_Dl' via ﬁungendore -3
Supply and Install Septic Tanks and Absorption Trenches Dickaon Plase Dideson ACT 3405
Enquires Phone Darko
Phone 6238 1884 Mobile 0408 682 191 PH: 6248 8085 siurioa Legahs.
—
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WAMBOIN PONY CLUB

by Toni Cuthbertson, Publicity Officer

Another very successful year has flown by for the pony club. Our membership continues to grow.

Our Rally Days, held on the 2" and 4™ Sunday of the month have been varied and interesting — some of the activities
included showjumping, dressage, cross-country, sporting, mounted games, polocrosse, orienteering, troop drill and games to
name but a few! We also held a trail ride in Kowen Forest on our November Rally Day, which was such a success it looks like
it will become a yearly event.

2005 also saw the club host two very successful gymkhanas, at which our riders competed extremely well, with
Wamboin taking out the majority of the Age champion trophies. We also had a number of riders competing in many other
Pony Club events in the surrounding area and doing extremely well.

A number of our riders competed at State events during the year, representing both Wamboin and Zone 16: Jessica Mitchell —
Dressage in Clarendon; Rebecca Purdie, Katie and Lauren Slater — Sporting in Quirindi; Ceilidh Armer, Katie and Lauren
Slater - Equitation in Dubbo and a team consisting of Rebecca Purdie, Nicole Smith, Hannah Brugman and Katie and Lauren
Slater — Mounted Games, Bungendore.

The last event of the year was our Christmas Party/Presentation that began with the judging of the Fancy Dress
(thanks to Lofty and Joan Mason), continued with Christmas games on horseback and finished with a barbecue and swim.

The first rally day for 2006 will be on Sunday the 12" February at our grounds in Canning Close at our special
summer time of 9.00am start and 1.00pm finish. We look forward to seeing members old and new there. If you have any
queries you can call Robyn Slater (Secretary) on 62383472 or Toni Cuthbertson (Senior Instructor) on 62383548.

The Canberra Region's Online Stock feed business.
Chaff, Hay, Pellets, Suppliments and much more, delivered to your door, some conditions apply. Regular runs into Qbn,
Captains Flat, Sutton, Wamboin & surrounds.
Please visit my site

www.thechaffman.com.au

for a full range of products and prices, or call Paul for details.

Green Chaff (30kg) $21 White Chaff (30kg) $19 Clover Chaff (30kg) $23.50
Hunger Buster Chaff (30kg) $23.50 (Lucerne & White Chaff with Canola Oil)
50/50 Mix (30kg) $20 (Lucerne & White Chaff) Lucerne Hay $12, green heavy bales, $11 for orders over 12 bales
Pasture Hay $12.50 Oaten Rounds $80 Lucerne Rounds $85 Equilibrium Mineral Mix (22kg) $70.50

“great quality stock feed @ a great price”
Ph 02 6287 3993 Mobile 0400 491 684
E-mail: thechaffman@bigpond.com  Web: www.thechaffman.com.au

KERIN
STOCKFEEDS

Lucerne and Oaten Hay

Delivered
Large Square,Large Round & Small Square bales available
After Hours & Weekend Deliveries =

ph:0405-478 056 or 6255 8758
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THESTABLEDOOR 1., coer

MORE GREAT AUSTRALIAN FIRSTS

Couple of issues back, I referred to that wonderful construct, the “ute”, an idea inspired by an Australian farmer from
Geelong and taken up by Ford in 1934. And, of course, as most of us know, there’s been the Hills Hoist rotary washing line
(1945) - which most of us still use. Then, along came the two-stroke lawn mower. Introduced by Victa in 1952, interestingly,
the mower was marketed to the women of Australia. Fortunately, my bride doesn’t have a problem with this and, perhaps
once or twice a year, given a rush of blood, she hauls the testy two-stroke out and, after several (increasingly desperate) yanks
on the starting rope and, a few expletives later, the little motor roars into action — generally momentarily — but sometimes even
for an entire tank of fuel.

Of course, there are more Aussie firsts. According to an “Australian Innovation” publication | read recently, the
ubiquitous wine cask (never now used in this household except on the occasional long-distance outback camping trip. Believe
this was an Angoves’ invention in 1965. The boomerang is the earliest known Aussie invention c. 8000BC; feature films —
The Story of the Kelly Gang opened on Boxing Day 1906, running around an hour when most films of the day were under 20
minutes; prepaid postage stamps were invented in 1838; pedal-powered radio was introduced in 1925 — note: Wamboin
Volunteer Fire Brigade has only recently converted to more contemporary electronic technology (just joking); “Black box”
flight recorder (1950); the Cochlear “bionic ear implant (1978). As you’d expect, given this sun-blessed land of sweeping sand
and surf — the world’s first bathing beauty contest was an Aussie initiative way back in 1920. And, then came what could well
be argued is a complementary product, the heart pacemaker, which was invented shortly after in 1926.

Revolutionising the way we view sports events today is Racecam which transmits sound and pictures from almost any
position. This was introduced in 1979 at Australia’s “Bathurst 1000” V8 supercar race at Mt Panorama in NSW. It enabled
the television-viewer to obtain a driver’s-eye view of this adrenalin-thumping activity.

Seems to be a “cam” for just about everything these days. There’s “stumpcam” for cricket, “slamcam” for basketball,
“skicam” covers ski activities. And there’s “firecam” which, as some Wamboin residents and onlookers on Weeroona Drive
today (Saturday 29 Jan) now know, provides a real-time and frightening insight into the behaviour of fire and flame in
grassland despite up to 30mm of rain having fallen in the area the day before. “Firecam” the name does exist — generally
taking the form of fireproof covers for broadcast camcorders and high definition cameras. | believe the covers enable a
professional camera operator to work side-by-side fire crews in the hottest of blazes. But, the “firecam” used by the residents
and onlookers and the trained volunteers of Wamboin’s Fire Brigade in Weeroona Drive today was of a different sort. It was
not courtesy of a remote lense that captured an image subsequently beamed to a television where viewers sat in the comfort of
a chair in a lounge-room. This was the ridgy-didge — the real thing, and it was right in the heart of Wamboin. This is the hell
of fire-fighting — flames jumping around, licking and lurking like larrikins; fire at its erratic worst, along with the smell, the
irritation to the olfactory sensors, the weeping eyes, the adrenalin-thumping. The frightening reality was right in their faces —
they saw it; smelt it, and sweated it. Fortunately, for these residents and the on-lookers, indeed, for us all, this fire was quickly
contained. There was no major spread or damage to surrounding property.

On this occasion, it was congratulations all round.

But, if you were one of the onlookers lined-up along the fence, | know there are some people, namely, the guys and
gals on the other side of the fence in the yellow protective gear who were toiling away applying the wet stuff on the red stuff to
make the black stuff, would really appreciate some long-term help. As you’ll see from its advert elsewhere in the Whisper,
Wamboin’s Volunteer Rural Fire Brigade needs more active fire-fighters. Recruits are wanted all-year around. So, please
don’t hold back. You will be made very welcome. And, you and the community will be better for it.

"ty Painters & Decorators

S SMULOLd [ *

RIDING INSTRUCTION For Added Value and Quality r
ACCREDITED EFA LEVEL 1 \ S
Local riding instuctor available for beginners and more Free quotes . = Loy
experienced riders. | will come to your property, or have References available on request & — \
sand arena available. Improve your dressage, jumping No mess, no fuss / »
or just increase your confidence. Available weekends or Qualified City & Guilds Tradesman \ G|
eekaays. Ph: 62411 727

TEACHING IN WAMBOIN FOR OVER 10 YEARS
Phone Leanne on 6238-3435

Mob: 0418 975 232
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ATTENTION : PARENTS AND CARERS
Wamboin Playgroup resumes - Tuesday 7th February. We meet in the Community Hall off Bingley Way between
1030-1230 each week of the school term. If you care for children aged 5 and under and would like them to enjoy the company
of others their age, while you enjoy a cuppa and a chat please come and join us. The playgroup is a registered member of the
ACT Playgroup Association, all you need bring is a piece of fruit to share and $2.00 to cover the hall hire. We are keen to hear
from new members this year as some of our regulars have moved on. If you are interested or would just like more information
please call - Leanne Quick on 6238

WAMBOIN GOLF CLUB -COMPETITION RESULTS

The December Christmas Cup competition was once again sponsored by Ted and Judith Evans and we appreciated the
magnificent Christmas hampers for the trophies.  Visitors comp won by Scott Lupton.  The Googly ball won by Ted Evans
and John Whitney did the Dummy Spit! Nearest the pin winners were; Andrew Vaz, Charlie Montesin, Ken Gordon x2, Bob
Mettam, Scott Lupton and Vinny Gorham. Nine Hole comp was won by Nev Schroder (why was Nev only playing 9??) B
Grade won by Charlie Montesin (welcome to A Grade) with Paul Griffin second. A Grade won by Peter Greenwood (at long
last!!) with John Whitney second. Thanks again to Ted and Judith for the trophies and eats.

JANUARY RESULTS: The annual New Year competition was again sponsored by Wiyagiba Trading donating the
trophies. Our thanks to Dave and Jane Hubbard. The first Sunday of the month was New Years Day with 38 degree
temperatures, hangovers and eight people willing to do “anything” to win a trophy. It paid off with all eight going home with a
prize. The main winners were Paul Griffin, Bob Mettam and Lofty Mason. Two juniors, Geoffrey and Cassandra Fisher in
their first game were both good enough to go home with a prize. Well done everyone and thanks also to Sue Gane who catered
for the after game eats and also took home a trophy for her efforts. Congratulations to all winners.

-- Peter Greenwood, Golf enquiries 6238 3358

DOMESTIC WATER ~ 7 days Prompt Delivery LOOKING FOR A HOME

STAINLESS STEEL TANK (14,000ltrs) - : :

ACTEW Approved Tankers Smokey and Tip lived with the late Jill .Coates of Bywpng,

Tanks, pools etc and are now ready for a new home. Believed to have lived

WWW.aaawatercarrying.com.au outside for most of their lives, they would adapt readily to
night confinement and domestic bliss. Vocal and friendly.

GARRY 0428 _626 838 ~ 62973648 Already de-sexed, only a small fee is needed for vacc. and

Local Water Carrier for 19 years microchipping. Phone 62369189

PO Box 807, Queanbeyan, 2620

TAYLOR MADE
MJ PLANT HIRE SUMIDS

WATER BORE DRILLING RIG

Dozer AWD Backhoe In Local Aea

>> On Site Surveys <<

Earthmoving Soil Conservation BORE, PUMP & POWER
PACKAGES

Tree Planting  Clearing Call Mark Taylor ALL
HOURS 6238 2357 Home
0428 486 460 Mobile 6238

Phone John 0417 221 773 2351 Fax
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Sutton Road Upgrade -- Status Report as of February, 2006

Based on an Interview with Peter Tait,
of Procurement Solutions within the ACT Government
Project Manager for the Project
Written up by Ned Noel
Background On The Tender

The tender was publicly advertised and available to pre-qualified tenderers only. Selection criteria included technical
expertise, past performance, resource capacity, understanding of the relevant legislation and competency in traffic
management. Guideline ACT was assessed as offering the best value for money and awarded the contract. The contract was
managed on behalf of the ACT Government by Procurement Solutions, an arm of the ACT Treasury.

Traffic Management Issues

The early stages of the contract in late 2004 involved tree removal and civil engineering. The road was closed to
through traffic for two consecutive weekends for tree removal, as this was judged too unsafe to be carried out while traffic was
flowing.

For the majority of the civil engineering work there were three options with respect to road use. One was to close the
road entirely for many months while the work was being carried out. This would have made the work much less expensive,
but was judged too much of an imposition on road users as the alternate routes were Majura Road or the Kings Highway. A
second option was to allow managed traffic over the road, but to do the upgrade in segments and to traffic light those
segments. A third option was to allow managed two way traffic on the whole 4km throughout the upgrade. The third option
was ruled out as potentially difficult for the contractors and, more crucially, a safety risk for road users and for contractor work
crews. The second option was chosen.

During the tender period the ACT Government was requested to consider allowing the traffic lighted sections to be
1000m with a three minute maximum red light time rather than 500m sections as originally specified. This amendment was
granted. In the second half of the work period the contractor asked to set up not one but two sets of lights, so as to allow work

on two 1000m sections simultaneously. Synchronizing the two sets of lights was investigated, but judged not possible.
(continued next page)

sutton

écres of expsriancé
Happy New Year from all at Sutton Real Estate.
A busy start to January has seen 8 sales in the first 2 weeks of 2006 and enquiry is as good as it has ever been.
We have people on our books who may want your property. Call to organise obligation free appraisal.

Ph 6230 3240 www.suttonrealestate.com.au

oo MR SWEEP
N awﬁw CHIMNEY & FLUE
Q
CLEANING
ABN: 17199763289
Do you have a ride—on_ mower or tractor that requires Slow Combustion & Open Fires Swept
. repair or service? . Repairs & maintenance
Would you like a local, qualified diesel mechanic to take

Chimney Dampers & Bird/Possum Mesh
Fire Bricks for Slow Combustion Heaters

Reasonable rates & | travel to you.
Contact
Warren Jones
0402 298 311
Ph/Fax: 6236 9191

Flue Extensions & Top Caps
Glass Replacements and Door Seals

Pre Gas Chimney Cleaning

Roof Ventilators Supplied and Installed
Safety Checks Available

a

a

a

a

O Heater Fans Serviced and Replaced
a

a

a

QO S/C Heaters Removed or Replaced
a

Smoke Detectors Supplied and Installed
For appointments or further information please phone Brian

6258 1792
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General Specifications for the Upgrade
The construction involved much work during the winter. This adds a climate complication in that drying out the road
bed and pavement layers is more problematic, particularly in undulating, partly shaded countryside. The specifications call for
the underlying earth to be excavated and/or filled to hold the road about to be constructed on top of it. Obtaining the correct
moisture content in the materials did subsequently prove a problem.
The structure of the road, working down from the surface, was specified to be:
-- 7mm stone and bitumen seal coat
-- 14 mm stone and bitumen seal coat
-- bitumen “prime” coat to seal base course
-- compacted crushed rock base and subbase of 400mm total thickness
-- natural earth subgrade cut or filled, compacted to the correct formation shape
Quality Control Strategies
Throughout the project, as with all road construction projects, quality assurance was mandated. Tests are made by
the contractor at many points in the construction process, but, in particular, at three stages in the construction of the new road
itself:
1) after the excavation and fill is prepared and compacted to support the road pavement about to be laid down
2) after the bottom 200 mm bottom layer of crushed rock is laid down
3) after the 200 mm top layer of crushed rock is laid down
The ACT Government engaged a qualified superintendent to audit the testing done by the contractor and to order any
further testing considered necessary. This quality assurance regime involves “witness points” and “hold points”. Ata
witness point, such as the completion of the excavation and fill, the sub-base, the sub-grade, or the seal and the first layer of
aggregate, a Witness point is set up. Each section of the road, as it is built, goes through these audit stages. Tests are
conducted by the contractor or the audit supervisor to ensure that the work done to date has the required compaction, line, and
level. The tests also involve checking the materials in the completed road layer for density, particle distribution, moisture
content, strength and level.
Because the tests involve physically drilling down through the road layers, only certain points along the road are
tested. As a general rule tests are done by taking samples of the road at pre-specified intervals (e.g., between 30 and 100
meters) depending on the road section being constructed. Testing is done at several spots across the width of the road at each
of these sample points. A hold point for the relevant layer of the relevant road section is set up until the audit superintendent
judges the testing proves the work meets the specifications. When the hold point is released by the audit superintendent, work
on the next layer of the road can start. (continued next page)

D s K s picture framing

CONCRETING

0410 021 097 - lg-l&;lasgee:labs custom framing of your artwork
- = o= @ hotographs and needlework
e o B - footings RASSESEaE

. | - spray on now available in wamboin
L ‘jD D - stencil

quality work « reasonable rates

Reliable, friendl i A
SERRESE SRR SSNIEC obligation free quotes

phone Iyn on 6238 3591

Sandy Kevill
- Member of AMT (NSW) Ltd. — Most Health Rebates
Garden Time O reilable
ABN: 42020463691 Qualified in Soft Tissue Muscle Therapy,

Aromatherapy, Shiatsu & Lymphatic Drainage

From your local blokes ) )
* Reduced Movement * Back Pain & Tension *

Complete landscaping & Lymphatic congestion
gardening by qualified Greenkeeper * Neck/Shoulder Stiffness * Tendonitis problems
General home maintenance * Sports injuries
A WHOLE HEALTH APPROACH
Contact LOCALLY BASED — FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
Ron 0402 332 543
Warren 6236 9191 or 0402 298 311 & 6230 3307 or Mob: 0413 047 470

Give a Gift of Massage Today — VVouchers Available
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Problems that Had to Be Resolved

As road users would have noticed, work did not always proceed according to plan. Some problems not identified
through the auditing process emerged in early use of the rebuilt road when the first layer of seal and the underlying bitumen
crumbled (potholed) due to faults in the road base or subbase or underlying compacted earth. At one point the contractor went
past a hold point on the road base and applied seal prematurely. A related mistake was made when the sub base was sealed
while still too wet. Another section did not meet the requirements for line (straightness) and level (smoothness). Another
problem arose when some sample testing indicated possible problems with density, particle distribution, moisture, strength or
level, further tests were ordered that uncovered similar problems in adjacent road areas, enlarging the areas where corrective
action was required.

Further difficulties occurred when sections completed had to be linked into sections that had been completed at an
earlier date. To solve this problem the entire affected section including both stretches will be covered by a 14 mm level of
aggregate planned for February of 2006. Two weeks afterward the permanent line markings will be laid down.

When the auditing process identified faults or when problems emerged on their own, the contractor was notified and
asked to propose corrective measures. Often, as road users would have noticed, this meant removing the unsatisfactory layer
or layers in the affected area and rebuilding it to meet the contractual specifications. In some road sections showing problems
on audits the sampling interval was reduced from 30 meters to every 10 to 15 meters. At one point an outside expert was
called in to give advice on the best approach to bringing the non-conforming sections up to specification.

Conclusion

Procurement Solutions, when the problems started to emerge, continued and strengthened the auditing regime until all
problems were remedied and the road completed to specification. The net result does include something of a patchwork of
sections that were done satisfactorily in the original job and sections that had to be redone, some of them more than once. The
Contractor bore the cost of this remedial work and continued with it until the road was completed to specification. The
reworking inflicted a longer than planned period of inconvenience on road users as the construction of the new road took many
more months than originally planned.

Despite the fact that a number of problems were encountered and had to be solved and despite some extension of the
project duration, the upgrade is now almost complete and is within its budget. The work now meets the specifications. Traffic
was allowed through during almost the entire the project without any serious injuries. This four kilometre section, before the
upgrade, saw at least two persons lose their lives in crashes in the last few years. Work by the Contractor, management by the
ACT Government, funding from the Commonwealth and patience from the road users has brought the area a section of road
that is now considerably safer, wider, smoother and more attractive than it was before the upgrade.

ESTABLISHED IN 1985

CANBERRA C.T.M EXCAVATIONS

REMOVALS

LOCAL &

INTERSTATE

361 Denley Dve,

Wamboin
YOUR LOCAL REMOVALS
AND TRANSPORT
SPECIALIST
6236 9991
BRANDON
0409 551091

CRAIG
0438 670321

NOW WITHA 21t & 4.5t EXCAVATOR & ROCK
HAMMER
"NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO HARD"

C.T.M, FORALL YOUR: BLOCK/LAND LEVELING AND
CLEARING EARTHMOVING AND TIP TRUCK
BOBCAT AND ALL TERRAIN FORKLIFT
COUNCIL APPROVED SEPTIC TANK SUPPLY AND INSTALLED, INCLUDING THE
AQUA-NOVA AERATED ~ WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSREM.
TRENCHING / RIPPING AND AUGER AVAILABLE FOR TREE PLANTING
A REGISTERED AGENT FOR TANK MASTER RAIN WATER TANKS
FIRE FIGHTING PUMPS SUPPLIED & FITTED
SLASHING AND MOWING. SEASON FIREWOOD
GARAGES & SHEDS SUPPLIED & ERECTED TO COUNCIL APROVAL .
ALL BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES N.S.W. LIC # 86583C
CONTACT LYLE & SUE MONTESIN SITE OFFICE: 130 THE FORREST ROAD,
(Bh) 0412 677 554 or (ah) 02 62381481 FAX: 02 62380308

FOR SALE

Locally grown Native and Exotic shrubs and trees, suitable for this area.
150 mm (6") pots $5.00 200 mm (8") pots $9.00 Fresh Cut Flowers

Kleenheat Gas Dealer, Wamboin, Sutton and Geary's Gap Area. - Slashing & Rural Services
WIYAGIBA TRADING - Dave and Jane Hubbard 37 POPPET ROAD, WAMBOIN Ph/Fax 6238-3308
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GEARY’S GAP/ WAMBOIN LANDCARE -
FEBRUARY 2006 EVENTS

There are three Landcare events coming up this month:

Propagation Session: Saturday 4 February 9.00-11.00am. There will be a propagation session at Geoff Butler’s
place at 38 Birchmans Grove, Wamboin. New participants are very welcome. Email Geoff at g.butler@iimetro.com.au or
phone him on 6236 9158.

Meeting, Monday 13 February, 7.30pm: Nest boxes: Panacea or Problem? Geoff Butler. Nest boxes have a role
in the conservation and enjoyment of wildlife, though they can also present problems. At our first meeting for 2006 Geoff will
discuss design, construction materials and other aspects of nest boxes, and the audience is encouraged to provide some of their
experiences with nest boxes locally. Come along for an informative and thought-provoking discussion. The meeting will be
held at Bywong Community Hall — Birriwa Rd (Off Macs Reef Rd).

Weeding: Sunday 19 February, 9.00-11.00am Gorse and weed control, Yass Bridge, Macs Reef Road. For
details contact Roger Good: email roger.good@bigpond.com.

Propagation sessions will continue to be held on the first Saturday of the month for the rest of 2006. Other proposed
activities are:

e Sunday 5 March: Clean up Australia Day

e Monday 13 March: Meeting: Rural landscaping materials

e Sunday 26 March: Car boot sale

e Sunday 9 April: Removal of willows, Gum Flat Creek, Bungendore Rd
e Monday 10 April: Meeting: Butterflies

e Monday 8 May: Meeting: Termite identification, entomology & control
e Sunday 30 July: National Tree Planting Day

e Monday 14 August: Meeting: Members discussion: property success stories
e Monday 12 Sept: Meeting: Identifying local common plant species

e Monday 10 October: Meeting: Encouraging & protecting local wildlife

e Sunday 19 November: Site visit to Ginini — Bogs, fens and corroboree frogs
There will also be some additional tree planting dates, following discussions with Council.
Kathy Cook
Secretary
Ph: 6236 9153
Email: kj.cook@bigpond.net.au

BALYDON AGRICULTURAL
SUPPLIES

10 BALYDON ROAD
QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620

PH 6297 2833
ABN 67-003-696-517

Agents for Monza Equipment — Generators, Water Pumps, etc
Agricultural Supplies Daedong Tractors CK20 to DK20

Full Workshop for all Agricultural and Automotive Repairs

One Stop Shop for all Farming, Camping and Caravaning Equipment
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Wamboin Muse

Jill Gregory

You can tell a local from a tourist when they turn off Sutton Road into Norton Road. Locals slow down and wander to
the left. They’re checking the community notice board, the country equivalent of the town crier, the updated message stick, the
suburban “back fence”. It reminds you that the produce market is on this Saturday, announces significant birthdays, lost dogs,
pianos for sale, houses for rent, homecomings, eggs, if you bring your own cartons, and surplus donkeys and roosters. It lets
you know that you can choose between church this Sunday, or golf. But unlike the fearless town crier who spreads the news
rain, hail or shine, our notice board, like the rest of us, is at the mercy of the weather. At the first pilates session of the new
year, numbers were down. Perhaps the rain had prematurely washed the board clean.

Our new year started with a rush of visitors, some not always welcome. First there was the invasion of the midgie-like
Rutherglen bug, undeterred even by screens at the window and vying for space in my bed, and then there was the creeping
wave of grasshoppers. | battled with my lettuce seedlings. After a few days they were frilled by nibbling hoppers, then what
remained was scorched by the burning sun. | set up shadecloth, but forgot to remove it before the spectacular hail storm hit.
The shadecloth collapsed under the weight of the ice, and those plants not crushed were shredded. But the creek gushed again
with incredible energy, brown and foaming with our neighbours’ precious topsoil, and flushed out the stagnant pools sending
the frogs into a frenzy of excitement.

But the capricious recent weather has had little impact on my life compared to the power of the community
noticeboard. Who would have thought that a response to a “for sale” sign and a subsequent, comfortable “Wamboin chat”
would lead not just to the acquisition of a piano but ultimately the relocation of family from Sydney to our fair hamlet. We
may be in the era of electronic communications, but chalk still talks.

I wouldn’t live anywhere else.....and maybe my message is getting through, too.

cellar door
s
Now open

onday 10 am - Spm small English, Breeding for Quality Alpacas &

sl

Irish & Miniature conformation & Long Wooled
Donkeys temperament Llamas

Sales
Stud Services ALPACA MAGIC

After Sales Service (20 mins North of Canberra)

/ 7 62
Workshops Donkey & Alpaca | D VE2x  (02) 62303311

We specialize in introducing 27 Sut_rou_Rﬂua.l':'l
livestock ownership to Sutton NSW 2620

beginners www.alpacamagic.com.au

REG GIRALDI |8
Licensed
BUiIder LAMBERTVINEYARDS ’

CAFE : Thursday, Friday & Salurday evenings
NSW 145587C ACT 2953C Friday, Saturday & Sunday lunch
CELLAR DOOR : 100 - Spm weekends & public holidays

New Homes, Extensions Bathroom and Kitchen Other times by appointment

Renovations, Carpentry, Tiling, Painting, Gyprock Repairs, ]
Concreting, All Repairs and Insurance Work 810 Norton Road Wamboin NSW 2620

. T{02) 62 F{02) 62 55
0416 075 910 (Mobile) or 6238 0918 (ah) é{:rv:ni@?i:n?f?gg\rlnigaidii? 3055
HIA Member

WINERY & CELLAR DOOR % CAFE
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LAKE GEORGE DAY VIEW CLUB
The first meeting for 2006 of Lake George Day VIEW Club will be held on Tuesday 21 February, commencing at 11.30a.m, at
Eagle Hawk Rydges Resort, Federal Highway Sutton. The cost for lunch will be $20. This will be the Club’s AGM but as
well, the social part of the meeting promises members and friends stimulating conversation and fun in a friendly environment.
New members and guests are welcome. For bookings please ring Kerry on 6238 0603 by cob Thursday 16 February. For
more information about the Club please ring Bernie Greethead on 6230 3165.

WHERETO FOR WAMBOIN/BYWONG

Last year the Palerang Council considered the idea of developing a vision for Palerang and sought assistance from the
University of Canberra. Councillor Catharine Moore picked up the visioning concepts offered and, with the assistance of a
Council staffer, has run very successful community visioning workshops at Mongarlowe, Bungendore, Carwoola and
Braidwood. The Wamboin Community Association had planned a workshop for Bywong/Wamboin for March. Some
Palerang Councillors have noted the success of these community workshops.

At the General Meeting on 11 January 2006 Council resolved that 10 community visioning workshops be held
throughout the Palerang Council local government area and engaged Evolve Facilitation and Coaching to facilitate them.

The workshop for Wamboin/Bywong is scheduled for 6pm Monday 27 February at the Birriwa Community Hall,
Birriwa Road, Bywong. Council workshops will be repeated at the locations mentioned above. Council indicated that their
workshops represented an important step in the preparation of the Palerang Local Environmental Plan and accompanying
Development Control Plans which will replace the four separate planning provisions inherited by Council following its
creation by the amalgamations and boundary adjustments in February 2004.

Council has advised that “the workshops will enable Council to inform the community of the planning reforms that
are being initiated by the State Government and of natural resource and infrastructural constraints that must be considered in
the preparation of the new planning provisions. Residents will be able to talk with the Councillors and staff about how they
want to see Palerang developed over the next 20 years and opportunities that Council should investigate in this process.”

| attended the Bungendore Visioning Workshop last year and initially was sceptical at the methodology for
ascertaining the wishes of the approximately 70-odd residents for an improved Bungendore and a vision for the future.
However, it was a stimulating evening as the facilitators sought and obtained from a wide spectrum of Bungendore and
surrounds their attitudes, views and hopes for a better Bungendore. The techniques employed encouraged residents to think
outside their immediate circle and the environment was non-challenging. The results were structured into categories such as
health, education, town planning, environment, etc and the constructive comments were most informative. It is probable that
the quality of these comments and their relevance in the reports from these workshops to the LEP that has challenged Council
and has led to the Council sponsored Visioning Workshops.

I do not know the format of the Council’s visioning meeting but would urge the residents of Bywong and Wamboin to
try and attend the visioning meeting scheduled for 6pm 27 February and come prepared for a constructive evening.
Opportunities such as this are relatively rare and hopefully we can make Council’s investment worthwhile. If we are seeking
to have a more meaningful partnership with Council and better communication, come to this meeting, have your say, and make
sure that the consultant reports your views and thoughts to Council.

John van der Straaten. (6238 3590)
PS. Please put this fixture in your diary NOW!

SEAFOOD NIGHT - BUNGENDORE BOWLING CLUB
The Bungendore Bowling and Sports Club will be holding a Seafood Night on 4th March 2006. All you can Eat Seafood Night
Sat. 4th March 2006 7.00 pm Start Cost $40.00 pp for Seafood. $12.00 pp for Roast Dinner
Children under 12 years of age half price. BOOKING ESSESTIAL BY 1ST MARCH TO DI. ph. 0416180 020.

Rainfall and Temperatures in Wamboin 31 year statistics from the Robertsons.

December 2005 rainfall 27.5mm (Dec average 57.9mm)

January rainfall to 28/1 118.75mm (Jan average 62.2mm)

Average February rainfall 51.3mm Driest February 1.0mm (1986)

Wettest February 153.0mm (2002) Wettest February day 48.0mm (21/2/87 and 5/2/01)
2005 total rainfall 674.5mm (yearly average 705.8mm)

Hottest February day 37 degrees C on 5 occasions Coldest February day 12 degrees C (10/2/96 and 4/2/05)
Coldest February night 5 degrees C  (17/2/98)

LOCALIZED HEAVY HAIL?
Twice in January | drove along Norton road in the afternoon to find, only in the section between Amungula and
Poppet, heavy piles of hail several centimetres deep on both sides of the road. It looked like piles of soap suds had landed
along the road. A thunderstorm hit most of Wamboin in the preceeding hour, but left very little or no hail on any other
sections of Norton Road between Sutton Road and Weroona Drive. Did anyone else observed this or have an explantion for it?
- Ned Noel



